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Insight Neuroimaging Systems and Confirma Announce  
FDA Clearance for the Access Breast Coil™ 

 
4-Channel Coil Designed for High Quality Diagnostic Imaging Performance and 

Flexible Interventional Access 
  

Worcester MA, USA, April 10, 2006- Insight Neuroimaging Systems, LLC (INSL), the 
industry leader in cutting edge MRI coil technology, in collaboration with Confirma, Inc., 
the market leader in computer-aided-detection (CAD) systems for breast MRI, announce 
today  the FDA clearance  of  the Access Breast Coil by Confirma. The Access Breast 
Coil will be exclusively marketed and sold by Confirma. With the addition of the Access 
Breast Coil into its suite of products, Confirma continues its vision to provide imaging 
centers with tools that help customers build more efficient women’s imaging programs. 
The Access Breast Coil is designed to provide high quality diagnostic capability and 
flexibility in interventional access.  
 
“Breast Diagnostic MRI is a growing field where advances in radiofrequency electronics 
and software are key to assuring a competitive advantage in the market place while 
providing better health care for women,” said Dr. Craig Ferris, Founder and CEO of 
INSL. According to the 2003 IHS Heath Group's report on US Breast Cancer and 
Gynecologic Oncology Markets, approximately 1.47 million women underwent a breast 
biopsy in 2004. An MR-guided biopsy of the breast is a minimally invasive procedure 
that establishes a precise diagnosis of a breast problem without the need for a more 
invasive surgical procedure. MRI is utilized to localize the abnormality if not seen 
mammographically, or with ultrasound. 
 
“This FDA clearance of the Access Breast Coil is a significant milestone for Confirma,” 
said Paul Budak, vice president of Confirma. “We are enthusiastic to have teamed up 
with Insight Neuroimaging Systems in the development of our Access Breast Coil. We 
firmly believe this partnership has strengthened the development cycle and quality of this 
product and we look forward to bringing the Access Breast Coil to market.” 
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The Access Breast Coil, with its 4-channel, phased array coil architecture, provides high 
quality parallel imaging of the breast, chest wall and axillary tissue. Access is optimized 
for parallel imaging and supports both bilateral and unilateral imaging. 
 

Access’ open design allows for flexibility in performing interventional procedures from 
the lateral, medial and cranial-caudal directions. Interventional components include the 
grid and pillar methods which provide breast stabilization and needle positioning. 
Interventional components support all needle gauge sizes and vacuum-assisted biopsy 
systems. Access also has an integrated lighting system for better lighting during 
interventional procedures. 

 

Access’ design also focuses on patient ergonomics, allowing for enhanced comfort during 
both diagnostic and interventional exams. Positioning accessories, including an 
adjustable headrest, armrest and torso pad, relieve pressure on the sternum and provide 
customized patient positioning during acquisition of breast MRI studies and 
interventional procedures.  
 
 
 
The Access Breast Coil will be showcased at the International Society of Magnetic 
Resonance in Medicine (ISMRM) meeting in Confirma’s booth (233) and Insight 
Neuroimaging Systems’ booth (128) in Seattle, WA, May 7-12. 
 
About Insight Neuroimaging Systems, LLC. 
Insight Neuroimaging Systems, LLC (INSL) manufacturers MRI coils, coil systems, and 
holders for research and clinical applications. Our coils have been installed in clinical and 
research MRI systems from 0.2-11.7T. These coils offer unsurpassed SNR and 
homogeneity for imaging the head, torso, and extremities. For 8 years INSL has been 
focused providing cutting edge technology to expand the use of magnetic resonance 
imaging and spectroscopy. To learn more, visit us at www.insightMRI.com or call (508) 
799-6464. 
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About Confirma, Inc. 
Confirma, Inc. develops and markets computer-aided-detection (CAD) systems and 
accessories for medical imaging. CADstream™ is the standard in CAD for magnetic  
resonance imaging (MRI). CADstream automates the processing of MRI studies, 
providing higher quality imaging studies, lower costs for radiology practices and 
improved communication tools for physicians and patients. In its initial application, 
CADstream is being used to assist in the analysis, interventional guidance and reporting 
of breast MRI studies. CADstream is DICOM 3.0 compliant, allowing integration with 
any MRI scanner and PACS. Confirma has established partnerships with companies 
including GE Healthcare, Hologic, iCAD and Vital Images. Confirma has partnered with 
hundreds of imaging centers and corporate partners worldwide since 2003, helping 
develop more standardized, high performance breast MRI programs that deliver premium 
patient care. For more information, visit www.confirma.com or call 877/811-2356. 
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